IS THE BIBLE TRUE?

2 Timothy 3:16

All Scripture is God-breathed…
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
2 Peter 1:19-21 

And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
"The Bible is a product of man my dear, not of God." 

                   Sir Leigh Teabing, The Da Vinci Code p. 231 
IS THE BIBLE TRUE? 
· Fact: The Bible is the most reliable book of antiquity - with more manuscript evidence and less significant variations deviation than any other, by a long shot. 

· Fact: The Bible demonstrates its inspired origin in many ways, including its lofty doctrine, its historical precision, its predictive prophecy and the way that it was acclaimed by Old and New Testament figures, especially Jesus and the apostles. 
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
Two standards for evaluating the reliability of ancient literature:

1. What is the time interval between the original and the earliest copy

2. How many manuscripts are available
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?

AUTHOR       BOOK      DATE WRITTEN      EARLIEST COPIES      TIME GAP      NO. OF COPIES

Homer          Iliad         800 B.C.               400 B.C.                400 yrs           643 

Herodotus    History   408-425 B.C.        A.D. 900                 400 yrs           8

Thucydides  History   460-400 B.C.        A.D. 900               1,300 yrs          8

Plato                            400B.C.                 A.D. 900               1,300 yrs          7

Caesar : Gallic Wars  100-44 B.C.          A.D. 900               1,000 yrs          10

Pliny            Natural    A.D. 1100            A.D. 850                  750 yrs.         7 

Secundus     History

New Testament             A.D. 50-100        A.D. 130-325        50-150 yrs.    5,600
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
What were the key factors that made the gospels reliable and included in the Canon?

1. It had to be connected to the eyewitnesses which were the apostles

2. It was read by all the churches

3. It was recognized as what the original Christians knew about Jesus

The gospels were formed as literary text between 70-80 A.D. within a generation of the life of Jesus
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?

"[The Bible] has evolved through countless translations, additions, and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book." 



Sir Leigh Teabing, The Da Vinci Code p. 231 
IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
In his book, The Bible and Archaeology, Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, former director and principal librarian of the British Museum, stated about the New Testament, 
"The interval, then, between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established." 

IS THE BIBLE TRUE?
      •     Fact: The New Testament has more manuscript evidence for its preservation         
            as the original authors wrote than any other book in antiquity. 

· Fact: The nearly complete consistency between the many versions is recognized as an astonishing testimony to its single origin. 






